Prophecy and Revelation
\ Lesson 1 (with answers)

Section 1: Introduction

Revelation 1:1-3

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things
which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant
John, who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to
all things that he saw. Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.

e The translation of Revelation in the Greek is apokalypsis
o Uncovering
o Unveiling
e The main idea is not about end times but about seeing Jesus Christ
e Satan hates the book of Revelation
o Satan tries to keep people from reading this book
o Why? This speaks of his defeat
e The adversary, that is tempting you, has already been defeated
e The book tells the glorious victory of Jesus Christ
e ltisthe only book of the Bible that attaches a blessing if you read it

Section 2: Hermeneutics (Establishing the Foundations)

e Hermeneutics — Methodological Principles of Interpreting Scripture

Apocalyptical Literature

“Prophecy”

e The Lord meant for us to understand the book of Revelation
e Most of what is in the book is not new information
e There are hundreds of references to the Old Testament
e Understanding the symbols
o Let scripture interpret scripture



Three Prophetic Understandings

Revelation 13:17
e Fact

So tht they could not buy or sell unless they
had the mark, which is the name of the beast
or the number of its name.

(No one can buy or sell without the mark)

e Assumption
(Example: Cashless Society)

e Speculation
(Example: Chips tha control commerce)

Premillennialism vs. Amillennialism

Revelation 20:1-2

And | saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great
chain. He seized the dragon, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years

Amillennialism Premillennialism
Figurateive Intepretation Literal Intepretation
Amillennial \ Premillennial

A (not) — no literal thousand reign of  Literal thousand-year reign of Christ
Christ (or tribulation period)

Examples: Presbyterian, Lutheran, Examples: C&MA, Baptist,
Reformed, Catholic Fundamentalists

Christ rules over a spiritual kingdom  Christ will rule personally for one

in hearts of believers on earth and thousand years over a literal,

over the souls of the redeemed in physical, earthly kingdom with Satan
heaven (Spiritual Reign) bound and the curse of the fall
removed

Amillennial Premillennial -
Christ’s

- Christ’s - Second Coming
) Ch”StS_ Christ reigning in heaven Second Coming ) Ch”StS_
First Coming  over souls of the redeemed. First Coming
Christ ruling on earth in
+ hearts of believers T(Church T 7 year 1,000 year w Eternal

Tribulation i i
Satan Bound Eternal L Age l i Millennium J State
State




The Rapture

Jesus snatching the church up in the air

e “Harpazo” to snatch up 1 Thessalonians 4:17

* Saints will receive glorified After that, we who are still alive and are left
Bodies (1 Corinthians 15:51-51) will be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we
e Three main views will be with the Lord forever.

o Pretribulation

o Midtribulation
o Posttribulation

Second Coming of Christ

Jesus comes to the earth to set-up His kingdom

Keeping the Distinciton

Rapture — the church being caught up in the air.
e Three Views
o Pre-trib (before the tribulation)
o Mid-trib (middle of tribulation)
o Post-trib (end of tribulation)

Second Coming — Christ coming back to the earth to set up his kingdom
Millennium — the thousand-year reign of Christ on earth
e Two main views

o Amillennial (does not believe in a literal one thousand-year reign of Christ)
o Premillennial (Literal one thousand-year reign of Christ)
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Section 3: Common Questions.

Question #1 — Is the United States mentioned in prophecy?

e The United States is not mentioned in prophecy

Some Different Scholarly Opinions

Option 1
America is not mentioned because she will be destroyed by other nations

Option 2

America is not mentioned in Bible prophecy because she will have lost her influence as a result of
moral and spiritual deteroration (internal rot)

She may have made a treaty with the antichrist which comes from European area and plays a minor
role

Option 3
If the rapture is pre-trib, America may be crippled with the loss of Christians

Question #2 — Is the moral decay of modern society a sign of the end times?
e Inthe end days there will be an increase of evil

Question #3 — Is the covid vaccine the Mark of the Beast?
Can a person who takes the Mark of the Beast be saved?

e We need to understand what the Mark of the Beast is

Section 4: The Basics

Eschatology: The doctrine of “end” times

Who wrote the book of Revelation? John

Where was the book of Revelation written? Island Patmos
When was the book of Revelation written? 90s
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Tribulation Period

How long is the tribulation period? seven years

What is another name for it? Daniel’s 70" week

What are the three main judgments?

e Seal
e Trumpet

e Judgments
What are the four horsemen of the apocalypse? The first four seal judgments
Main Players

Who is the dragon? Satan

Who is the first beast? Antichrist (Political Leader)

Who is the second beast? False Prophet (Religious Leader)

This is known as the “Unholy Trinity”

Events

What is the abomination of Desolation?
During the middle of the tribulation period, the Anti-Christ sets up an image of himself to be worshipped

What is the Revived Roman Empire?
A confederacy of ten nations that the Anti-Christ will rule from the area of the Ancient Roman Empire
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Section 5: Basic Chronological Timeline
Beginning of the Tribulation Period

e Seven years
e The Anti-Christ signs a peace treaty with Israel
o It appears the first seal - white horse
e The Jewish temple is (or has been) rebuilt
e Pre-trib Viewpoint — The rapture has taken place

Represents peace

It has a bow but no arrows
Conquers without war but peace
This provides a false peace on earth

Middle of the Tribulation Period

e The Anti-Christ breaks his peace with Israel
e The Anti-Christ sets up the abomination of desolation
e Great Tribulation

e Mark of the Beast

e Remnant of Israel flees
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End of the Tribulation Period

e The Anti-Christ’s power is breaking apart

e Bowl judgments are poured out in rapid succession

e Babylon is destroyed (Revelation 17-18)

e Battle of Armageddon (campaign of battles)

e Christ returns and slays the armies gathered against him

e The birds gather to feast on the carnage (Revelation 19:17-18)

After the Tribulation Period

e Aninterval of

e Events

O

The abomination of desolation is
Israel is regathered

Israel is

days (1335 -1260 = 75)

from the temple

Gentiles are

(Matthew 25:31-36)
(Matthew 25:31-36)

Satan is thrown into the

(Revelation 20)

Thousand Year Reign of Christ

e Jesus will reign from

e There will be no

e Those who have

and all people will pay homage to the king

will bring them to the Lord, who will act as a

final arbiter and mediator, both national and personal

Isaiah 2:3-4

Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of
the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out
from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He will judge between the nations and will settle
disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning
hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.
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e Since there will be during the.
millennial sin will be present, but rare

Purpose of the Millennium el AL

“Never again will there be in it

the faithful an infant who lives but a few days,
or an old man who does not live out
. . . his years;
e Saints will be awarded positions of based v

the one who dies at a hundred
will be thought a mere child;
the one who fails to reach a hundred

on their degree of faithfulness

Redeem will be considered accursed.
e C(Creation was after the sin of Adam
e The millennium will the curse
Fulfill the of God
Reaffirm the total of humanity
e There will be born in the millennium kingdom
e Many will conform to avoid the swift judgement of God but

they harbor a rebellious heart toward Jesus

e These children will have never been

After the Millennium

e Satan will be loosed and cause a great

e Great White Throne Judgment
e New Heaven and New Earth

Section 6: The Gentile Kingdoms (Daniel 2 and 7)

o Empire (Daniel 7 — Lion)

° Empire (Mede-Persian: Daniel 7 — Bear raised up on one side)
o Empire (Daniel 7 — Leopard with four wings)

o Empire (Daniel 7 — Terrifying beast with 10 horns)

Empire” — 10 nations
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